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History

* In Kurt Vonnegut’'s 1963 novel titled “Cat’s
Cradle” a young scientist has in his
possession an |ce crystal that has the
power to free y IquId that comes;"
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| Specmc storm systems are needed to create the ideal
conditions for precipitation. From a mesoscale system the
warmer less dense air is pushed above the colder dense air.

Over a mountain range when pushed up enough the warm air S

that is filled with moisture should reach an optimum cooling
point of between -9 to14 degrees Celsius. This is the ideal
temperature window for ice nuclei to form and drop as
precipitation. Other variables include the horizontal and
vertical distribution of clouds plus the lifetime of those clouds.
Winds can form suddenly and blow clouds away from the
targeted area. Some experiments show effectiveness when
location for generators were chosen assuming a mean wind
direction and no wind change, but due to insufficient
knowledge about wind flow systems in cloud liquid water
(CLW) regions data can show positive or negative effects.
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Accordlng to www.vail.com there are 5289 acres
LI of skiable terrain,snot including the resort and
gsWruundu n? Wi So the reported costs for the
2005 eés \Mas about “$165,000 using 17
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Implications

“Essentially we cannot tell the difference between a
snowflake that has come from a silver iodide crystal and
a snowflake from a natural ice crystal’-Larry Hjermstad

Although there might be an increase in precipitation from
tests, the tested snowfall might not even test positive for
Silver lodide in targeted areas, data is hard to quantify,
making cloud seeding an arguable technique.

Producing more snow in a warmer climate has many
different outcomes in feedback loops that tie in
snowmelt, warming temperatures, Pine Beetles, ice-
albedo relations, and disrupting these could have more
of an effect than anyone could imagine just like the
burning of fossil fuels has shown.
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